
“If your actions inspire others to dream 
more, learn more, do more and become more, 

you are a leader.” 
-John Quincy Adams

GCRA Board Meeting 
February 23, 2021 
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GCRA BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 23, 2021 – 12:30 P.M. 

Teleconference: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 891 3652 7056; Passcode: 961699 
Walter Moragne, Chairman 

1) Invocation

2) *Approval of January, 2020 Minutes (Pages 5-8)

3) Administration Committee (Pages 9-12)
a) *Approval of ESG-CV2 & CDBG-CV3 Budget Allocations

4) Operations Committee (Pages 13-16)
a) *Approval of Sales Price Profile
b) *Approval of Maintenance Technician Position

5) Other Business
a) Executive Director’s Memo (Pages 17-18)

6) Executive Session. When necessary, the Board convenes in Executive Session for the
discussion of negotiations incidental to proposed contractual arrangements and proposed
sale or purchase of property, the receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to a
pending, threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-client
privilege, settlement of legal claims, or the position of the public agency in other
adversary situations involving the assertion against the Redevelopment Authority of a
claim, or other matters authorized by the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

7) Adjournment
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MINUTES 
GREENVILLE COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

REGULAR SESSION VIA ZOOM 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Walter Moragne, Chairman 
Charlotte Osmer, Vice-Chair 
Jane Kizer, Treasurer  
Lawrence Black 
Barry Coleman 
Grant Cothran 
David A. Doser 
James Hammond 
Melody Harris 
Erin Smith 
Lawson Wetli 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Amy Coleman 
K. Todd Yeomans

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: John Castile, Executive Director 
Imma Nwobodu, Program Director 
Joe Smith, Operations Director 
Pamela Proner, Finance Director 
Beverly Robertson, Executive Assistant/HR Manager 

1. Opening and Roll Call.   The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 12:30 p.m.

2. Invocation.

3. Approval of the December 8, 2020 Minutes.

On a motion by Mr. Doser, seconded by Mr. Hammond, the Board unanimously
approved the minutes of the December 8, 2020 Board meeting as presented.

4. Administration Committee Reports.
a) Approval to Enter into an Agreement with CommunityWorks (CW).   Ms. Wetli

stated that the preservation of existing homes is a priority in the overall mix of
providing affordable housing here in Greenville County. She went on to say that over
the past summer, Tammie Hoy Hawkins of CommunityWorks addressed the
Administration Committee on a plan to help further that goal. The idea was to establish
a loan program that CommunityWorks would administer.  This would allow developers
to purchase, rehab the homes, and then be sold as affordable housing.  GCRA would
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Regular Session Minutes 
January 26, 2021 
Page 2 of 4 

` provide a role in the program.  The MOA that the Board is considering today is 
outlining the terms.  The MOA is a three-year term and under it CommunityWorks 
would administer loans in a maximum aggregate amount at any one time of $250,000.  
The role that GCRA would provide would be to guarantee up to a maximum aggregate 
amount of $100,000. GCRA would be sharing in the risk with CommunityWorks. 
GCRA would reserve the $100,000 on their books.  In return, the house units would be 
sold to families living at or below 80% of the area median income. 

On a motion by Committee, the Board unanimously approved to enter into an agreement 
with CommunityWorks as presented. 

5. Operations Committee Report. Mr. Doser stated that there were no approval items this
month.

6. Other Business.

a) Presentation by Mr. Doug Dent, Greenville Revitalization Corporation’s  (GRC)
Executive Director. Mr. Dent gave some background information about GRC and
what project they have been working on. Mr. Dent is aware of the fact  that there have
been some new Board members who might not know what GRC is and the relationship
they have with GCRA. In 2010, the GCRA board determined that it wanted to do more
economic development in the low-income neighborhoods. Out of this desire, GRC was
formed as a tax-exempt corporation to be its economic development partner.  GRC’s
focus has been the Textile Crescent, which encompasses the area of the county that has
the most need and the most opportunity.  In 2015, GRC’s first project was to acquire
the old Woodside Mill office property and renovate it with a loan from GCRA which
has been repaid.  GRC then leased the building to Goodwill.  In 2019, GRC sold the
building to Goodwill.

GRC worked with GCRA to market the old Piedmont Shirt Factory site on Poinsett
Highway. GRC received a grant from the Hollingsworth Fund to pay for a market
study.  This market study was used to try and sell the property.  GCRA was not eligible
for the grant from Hollingsworth due to it not being a non-profit. GRC has also been
the primary source of referrals for the façade and economic development loans.

Currently, GRC is working on the Textile Heritage Park with land donated to GRC.
This park is a tribute to all mill workers and the textile industry.  As of now there is a
Mill Walk Trail and a children’s playground.  Construction on a museum/event center
will begin by the end of 2021.

GRC’s future project is in City View.  As of now GRC has purchased one parcel of
property and has received a second parcel via donation. The goal is to demolish the old
buildings and a new two-story building will be constructed in its place.  Mr. Dent
showed renderings of what the new building will look like.  He stated that it will be a
17,000 square-foot building with 6 to 8 commercial spaces and 10 to 12 affordable
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Regular Session Minutes 
January 26, 2021 
Page 3 of 4 

housing units.  Once constructed this will be the first new construction  in this area in 
over 50 years. Mr. Dent explained how the new City View Corners LLC will work and 
that GRC is the managing member for the LLC. 

Finally, Mr. Dent went through GRC’s accomplishments over the last several years. 
The Executive Director of GRC, Steven Bryant, gave some input into how the mission 
of GRC has been and stated that he wants to make sure that GRC maintains a good 
relationship with GCRA. He realizes this is important to GRC and will continue 
working to maintain the relationship.  Mr. Castile stated he has been in talks with both 
Mr. Bryant and Mr. Dent regarding the relationship between the two organizations. 

Mr. Moragne asked a question regarding GCRA’s liability should GRC go under.  Mr. 
Castile stated that whatever assets or liabilities that GRC has at the time of demise 
would revert to GCRA.  Mr. Bryant stated that he would anticipate the  liability being 
minimal due to the assets GRC owns. Mr. Doser also brought up the fact that three of 
GRC Board members are appointed from the GCRA Board as oversight. 

b) Finance and Production Report. Mr. Castile stated that the two standing Committees
do a good job with informing the board members about what is happening in each
Committee. However, Mr. Castile feels the Board as a whole is missing information on
where the organization is as a whole and the path that it is taking, both production wise
and financially. Therefore, staff has decided that it is time to go over the Finance and
Production Report for Calendar Year 2020.  Mr. Castile feels as if this report should be
brought to the Board collectively more frequently in order to keep them updated as a
whole. So this report today will outline where GCRA is, what staff is working on, and
where the organization is financially.

Ms. Proner went over where GCRA was financially as of November 30, 2020. GCRA
at that point in time had  total assets of $30,000,000 and liabilities of $5,700,000. Ms.
Proner showed what GCRA’s net position trend has been over the past five years. Ms.
Proner went through all the bank accounts and their cash balances as of November 30,
2020.  She then highlighted the notes payable with loan balance total of $2,907,951.
Ms. Proner went through the Program Income Analysis and Total Budget.  Finally, she
ended with the Rental Portfolio Statistics with assets growing to $8,777,000.

Joe Smith went through the Production Report starting with the Construction portion
for Calendar Year 2020.  Total Construction was 40 units. There were three demolitions
and 24 Partner Activities with Rebuild Upstate.  All of this was completed despite being
impacted by COVID. Mr. Smith then went through activity by area while showing
pictures of many completed projects. He went over the Public Works Progress and
stated that staff was able to have most of the projects complete.  Sterling Road is 90%
complete and Iola Street is just beginning.
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Regular Session Minutes 
January 26, 2021 
Page 4 of 4 

Ms. Nwobodu went through the Planning and Program portion of the report.  She 
highlighted the past accomplishment and future activities and projects. Ms. Nwobodu 
explained what CAPER is and what GCRA’s accomplishments were. She explained 
that Fiscal Year 2019, which ended June 2020,  was the last year of Consolidated Plan 
and staff had to work on a new Consolidated Plan this past calendar year.  Next, she 
went through the housing goals and accomplishments. Ms. Nwobodu went over the 
housing goals for fiscal year 2020. She went over the next phase in Brutontown. She 
wrapped up her portion with some of the projects that GCRA is working on with the 
different partners. 

c) 2020 Municipal Public Hearing Schedule. Ms. Nwobodu stated that staff has
started the annual action process and will be having the public hearings for the
municipalities and unincorporated area. Most meetings will be online.

11. Adjournment. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m.

_________________________ 
Secretary 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: GCRA Board Members 

FROM: Lawson Wetli, Administration Committee   Chair  

RE: Administration Committee Meeting, February 9, 2021 

DATE: February 9, 2021 

1. Opening and Roll Call.  The Administration Committee met on Tuesday, February 9, 2021
at 12:30 p.m.  Committee members present were, Lawrence Black, Walter Moragne, Erin
Smith, and Lawson Wetli.  Jane Kizer and K. Todd Yeomans was absent.  Staff members
present were John Castile, Executive Director; Imma Nwobodu, Program Director; Pamela
Proner, Finance Director; Beverly Robertson, Human Resources Manager and Assistant to
the Executive Director.

Action Items:  The following items which were considered by the Administration Committee 
must be approved or ratified by the Board. 

2. *Approval of ESG-CV2 & CDBG-CV3 Budget Allocations. Ms. Nwobodu stated that on
March 27, 2020, the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES ACT),
Public Law 116-136 was enacted and created supplemental funds for Emergency Solutions
Grants (ESG-CV) and Community Development Block Grant (CV). Since, after the first
funding round of $804,966 and $1,640,656 for ESG-CV and CDBG CV respectively, HUD
provided additional allocation of funds for ESG-CV2 for a total of $1,935,622 and CDBG-
CV3 Part A for a total of $2,258,601. The purpose of the COVID-19 funds is to prevent,
prepare for and respond to the Coronavirus Pandemic, assisting individuals and families who
have been impacted by COVID-19.

The proposed uses of the ESG-CV 2 fund will be similar to the first funding round -
Administration/Planning, Subrecipients Program activities and Case management services,
Homeless Prevention – Housing and Utility assistance, Homeless Management and
Information System (HMIS), and new line-item additions of Emergency Shelter and
Outreach. The proposed uses for the CDBG – CV3 will be same as the first round - Planning
and Administration, Subrecipients – Program Activities and case management service,
Rental and Utility Assistance, Food and Nutrition, Mortgage Assistance, Medical Testing
and Supplies.

Staff is recommending keeping United Housing Connections and Greenville County Human
Relations as the ESG Subrecipients, responsible for conducting intake and assessments of  at
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Administration Committee Minutes 
February 9, 2021 
Page 2 of 4 

risk of homeless persons and families impacted by Coronavirus and seeking assistance for 
rental and utilities. Additionally, they have successfully almost completed the implementation 
of ESG- CV – Homeless prevention fund. Staff will be requesting for proposals from other 
Shelter and Outreach program providers and as well as other agencies for implementation of 
the CDBG-CV3 fund. 

Ms. Wetli asked would all the funds be going through the subrecipients.  Ms. Nwobodu stated 
that the funds would go through the subrecipients.  

On a motion by Mr. Moragne, seconded by Ms.          , the Committee unanimously approved 
the ESG-CV2 and CDBG-CV3 Budget Allocations. 

****** 
Please review the following items of business discussed at the Administration Committee 
meeting.  These items will not be discussed in the Board meeting unless there is a question or 
comment about them. 

3. Administration Reports.

a. Subrecipient Report.  Ms. Nwobodu presented the subrecipient report which shows
the performance of the current subrecipients. For the ESG portion, 50% of the funds
have already been spent. The CDBG area is coming along slowly. Staff did a bi-annual
report for most of them and  believes they will be able to spend all the funds by the end
of the fiscal year. So far, 27% of the funds have been spent by them. The municipality
summer program is not until the summer. Staff will have to see if they are going to use
it for their summer programs. For Greer, Creative Advancement, which is an agency
that does after-school activities is still running their program. Greer Community
Outreach has been a very strong participant. They have basically finished up their
COVID funding.

b. COVID-19 Subrecipient Report. The Human Relations Commission (HRC) and the
United Housing Connections (UHC) are helping involved the with homeless
prevention. In closing out the second quarterly report which ended December 31st, a
total of 655 persons have been assisted with rental and utility assistance. As of today
(February), GCRA has basically spent out their allotments. In the CDBG area, all the
agencies have been working with th the County COVID. The County COVID funds
ended December 2020. A total of 692 households and over 1600 persons unduplicated
were assisted. In total, GCRA has helped over 2,000 persons. In total, over 1,000
households. A total of money spent was over $2 million.

c. CDBG Timeliness Test. Ms. Nwobodu stated that the adjusted amount is $799,242.
As CDBG funds are drawn down, that number will continue to reduce. The test date is
May 2, 2021. She said this is a way to see the allocated funds and how it has been spent.
GCRA is different from other agencies in that this organization generates program
income. The goal is to reduce the draw ratio to 1.5 by May 2, 2021.

 Smith
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Administration Committee Minutes 
February 9, 2021 
Page 3 of 4 

4. Financial Reports

a. Financial Statements.  Ms. Proner presented the Financial Reports for December. She
said at the ended of the month total assets were $29.1 million. In the Statement of
Revenue and Expenditures, GCRA brought in $665,866 in revenue and had
expenditures of $1.6 million, resulting in a deficit of $978,000. The year-to-date excess
in revenue over expenditures is $622,000. Housing assistance, shelter, outreach, and
other COVID assistance had the biggest activity. There were a few facade
improvements. Mauldin had the Luna Rosa project . In Simpsonville, there were four
units that were approved for an upfit.

b. Funding Sources.  Ms. Proner stated that there was nothing significant on the Income
Statement by Funding Source report for the month of December.

c. Rental Program Income.  Ms. Proner presented the Rental Statement of Revenue and
Expenditures income report for the month of December. GCRA had a deficit of
$39,000. The year-to-date actual is $81,000. In December, a lot of taxes were paid
which totaled $15,000.  The entire amount of $45,000 of Rehabilitation is for 7 Malone
Street.

d. Check Register.  Ms. Proner presented the Escrow Check Register for January 2021.

e. Vendor Total Report.  Ms. Proner presented the Vendor Total Report.

5. Other business.

a. Brutontown – Phases 2D, 4 & 5 – Engineering Service Contract. Ms. Nwobodu
stated that GCRA had the engineers do all the phases of the project and is now at the
rezoning phase. The plan of action for phase 2D is to have an RO6 zoning. It will allow
for attached houses with a minimum lot size of 6,000 square feet. In addition to the
rezoning, staff will be doing a major subdivision application.

As for Phase 4 and 5, one of the things  that needs to be done is to change the  zoning
to a flexible design district. This allows for more flexible lot sizes. The proposal was
about $20,000.

b. Other business. Mr. Castile stated that staff is entering into the phase of the notice of
funding. There are recent articles that mentioned Chairman Meadows’ opinion of how
development was occurring. One of them had to do with a proposed single-family
housing development where the homes were deemed workforce housing. They are
between $200,000-325,000. Chairman Meadows expressed that there seems to be a lot
of affordable housing in the Berea area. He feels that there is a need to attract higher-
income development to that area. In a recent meeting, the Housing Authority put
forward two things. One is to expand their authority to issue bonds for affordable
housing throughout Greenville County. Currently, they are limited to one mile outside
the city limits. They also took on an affordable-housing project in which they were
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Administration Committee Minutes 
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going to issue that as well. In the Finance meeting, there was considerable discussion 
about the amount of affordable housing that could possibly be coming into the county. 
Many of these are low-income tax-credit, multi-family projects. Mr. Castile plans to 
meet with the Chairman Meadows to discuss GCRA’s role in building affordable 
housing. GCRA’ mission is to produce as much affordable housing as we can.   

6. Adjournment.   There being no further business, the Committee adjourned at 1:32 p.m.
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M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: GCRA Board Members 

FROM: David Doser, Operations Committee Chair 

RE: Operations Committee Meeting, February 11, 2021 

DATE: February 11, 2021 

1. Roll Call.  The Operations Committee met on Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 12:30 p.m.
Committee members present were Barry Coleman, Amy Coleman, David Doser, James
Hammond, Melody Harris, and Charlotte Osmer.  Staff present were John Castile,
Executive Director; Joe Smith, Operations Director; Meg Macauley, Project Coordinator;
and Beverly Robertson, Human Resources Manager/Assistant to the Executive Director.

2. *Approval of Sales Price Profile. Mr. Smith showed pictures of the house at 7 Malone
Street, which is in the Pleasant Valley community. GCRA gained ownership of this house
through a foreclosure action.  The acquisition/foreclosure cost is $59,733 and the repair
costs are $57,615 for a total investment of $117,348. It is a 4-bedroom, 1 1/2 bath house.
Mr. Smith talked about all the repairs that were done on the house. A new roof and a new
HVAC system was installed. Some landscaping needs to be done. The house was appraised
at $240,000. Mr. Smith recommended GCRA attempt to sell it at $240,000. The national
average on median-income housing is $320,000. Mr. Hammond asked if there will be any
resale covenants included with that sale price. Mr. Smith said no. Mr. Doser asked what
would happen if the potential buyer had the house appraised and it came back at a lesser
price. Mr. Smith said we can negotiate the difference. Melody Harris stated that when she
sold homes, they always made a list of all upgrades and improvements done to the home.
That way when the appraisal came in, they would take that into consideration.

On a motion by Mr. Hammond, seconded by Ms. Harris, the Committee unanimously
approved the sale price of $240,000 for 7 Malone Street as presented.

Please review the following items of business discussed at the Operations Committee
meeting.  These items will not be discussed in the Board Meeting unless there is a
question or comment about them.

3. Operations Reports.

a. Home Sales and Rental Property Reports. Mr. Smith presented the Homes for
Sale Status Report on page 34 for the month of January 2021. He stated that 27
Earnhardt Street is complete and should be closing by the end of February.
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Operations Committee Meeting 
February  11, 2021 
Page 2 of 4 

Engineering is still on hold for the four lots at Ruddy Creek Circle. GCRA has 
exhausted all avenues on this project and may end up giving these lots to Habitat. 
The homes on Pleasant Brook Court are under construction. Mr. Smith showed 
pictures of these homes and stated that the footings on them are complete. He had 
individuals approach him interested in buying the homes. Mr. Smith then showed 
pictures of 209 Berea Forest Circle and said it is almost complete. The construction 
of three Judson homes is under way. Mr. Smith mentioned that the title action on 
104 Scott Street is complete. 

Mr. Smith presented the Rental Property Report for January on pages 35 through 
38. 116 Marie Street should be occupied by next week. The entire rental portfolio
is 100% occupied. Mr. Smith showed pictures of the repairs done outside on the
129 Broadus property in Greer. It had a sewer lateral which was shared with a
neighbor. GCRA had to put up the renter in a hotel for a few days during the repair.

Mr. Smith then referred to the Tenant Balance Report on page 38. He stated that 
COVID funding covered all the late fees that were due. GCRA has 114 Marie Street 
with a past-due balance of over $5,300 and will have to eventually move that over 
to eviction. He stated that overall, the rental portfolio is in very good condition. 

b. Operations Activity Report. Mr. Smith presented the Operations Activity Report
– New Construction and Repairs for the month of January on page 39. Mr. Smith
stated that staff has now had two completed Under Owner-Occupied Repairs.

Mr. Smith presented the Operations Activity Report YTD – Rental/Resale Repair 
Work Demolitions. He stated that there has been a total spent of $81,000 in repairs. 
Two demolitions have also been completed, which totaled $38,000. 

Mr. Smith then presented the Operations Activity Report for Partners & 
Inspections.  Right now, there have been a total of 16 projects, which are basically 
Rebuild Upstate. The big number is going to be the big Mercy Housing project in 
Mauldin.  

c. Public Works Report.  Mr. Smith presented the Public Works Report on page 42
for the month of January. He stated that at Sterling, the poles will be relocated
within the next week or so. Very little concrete work will need to be done. Mr.
Smith said that the final paving will occur in late March/early April. GCRA’s
portion of The Kids Planet is complete. Mr. Coleman asked what was the cause of
the cracks that was being repaired. Mr. Smith said it was due to underground work
done as well as the playground equipment. The Activities Center in Fountain Inn is
complete, and we closed on it.

Other Business. 

a. Discussion of Associate Maintenance Technician Position. Mr. Smith stated that
a recommendation is being made to hire a Maintenance Technician. The contractor
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that GCRA has been using is having health problems and is unable to do a lot of 
work. The rental portfolio is also growing and staff has had to step in and do some 
of the work. GCRA needs to put somebody on staff to make this work more 
efficient. It is more cost efficient to have an in-house maintenance technician. It 
would be an hourly position, averaging about $22.00/per hour. The position will be 
a GCRA employee. It will also be 100% rental work, maintenance, and repair work. 
Staff is requesting  two positions, but need to hire one immediately. The second 
position is needed to have a backup in the event one person goes down. The second 
could possibly be a part-time position. GCRA  will still use a contractor for large 
jobs. 

This item was listed as a discussion item. The Chairman of the Operation’s 
Committee thought that it needed to be an approval item. 

On a motion by Ms. Coleman, seconded by Mr. Hammond, the Committee 
unanimously approved the hiring of a full-time Associate Maintenance Technician 
as presented. 

b. Development Updates. Mr. Smith then showed pictures of the demolition of a code
enforcement action in Simpsonville. It has been environmentally cleared. He then
showed pictures of maps. He showed where 7 Malone Street is located. He also
showed the ten lots that were donated to GCRA by the Recreation District. He
showed a plat of the three homes on Pleasant Brook Court in Creekside. He showed
a map of the project in the Sunnyside community in Greer. It was a unanimous
decision to move forward with this. Staff received a bid for the demolition of 503
E. Fairview Avenue in Greer for about $69,000.

Mr. Smith showed the Committee pictures of two parcels in Woodside. GCRA will 
be building on the lots. He believes that home building should have another solid 
year. COVID-19 has impacted the supply chains. The biggest challenge will be 
lumber pricing. Demand will eventually put pressure on interest rates. Right now, 
demand is high and interest rates are low. Residential remodeling is up about 4% 
from last year. Detached single family for rent is going to increase. National 
mortgage rates are at 2.85%, the median price is about $325,000.  

c. Mr. Castile stated that as GCRA is ramping up production, there is a need for new
inventory. He said staff would love to see more opportunities in District 25. He
stated that in the Annual Action Plan meeting with Mauldin, they mentioned they
want to undertake a realignment project that aligns Old Mill Road and Bethel Road.
This will result in displaced citizens. So, Mauldin has reached out to partner and
come up with a plan to assist those citizens. They are currently in a mobile home
park.

The Greenville Housing Fund is doing a lot of good works. Most of their work has
been in the City of Greenville. However, their first project in Greenville County
will be the acquisition of an old apartment. Their work is primarily 80% AMI in
rental. GCRA will continue to partner with them. Mr. Castile stated he wants to
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bring them in on a Board meeting and have them give a presentation of what they 
do. Mr. Castile stated that there have been new elections in County Council; Mr. 
Meadows is the new chairman. They also have new committees. Evidently, 
Chairman Meadows is concerned about the amount of affordable housing being 
considered in Berea and the need for higher income. Mr. Castile is trying to meet 
with the County Administrator there is a good understanding of GCRA’s mission 
and role. Three of the projects that are being considering are in Berea area.  

5. Adjournment.  There being no further business, the Committee adjourned at 1:27 p.m.
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Memorandum
To: GCRA Board 

From: John Castile 
Executive Director 

Date: February 23, 2021 

Subject: Executive Director’s Report 

The purpose of this memo is to provide updates on current GCRA or partner projects.  As you 
know, projects and community conversations are fluid and are subject to change over time.  
Please accept this correspondence as our attempt to keep you updated as best possible.  

Village at Poe Mill (Pages 19-20) 

Finance has received the closing documents for the sale of the Poe Mill property and recorded 
the sale into GCRA’s financial system.  The proceeds have been temporarily placed in GCRA’s 
Unrestricted account.  At this point, proceeds from the sale will be held in this account until 
further notice.  As I have shared previously, staff will have some thoughts on how best to shore 
up GCRA’s financial position that we will share with the Administration Committee and with the 
entire Board in the very near future.  A few of the project particulars:  Gain on sale of property 
for the entirety of the project was $68,215.08.  Because we received outside grant funding, true 
gain on sale to GCRA was $720,245.92.  We have recorded all of the proceeds of the sale as 
unrestricted program income of $998,168.61 at this point.  A final accounting on this project is 
forth coming.   

Piedmont Shirt Factory (Pages (21-22) 

We continue to make progress regarding the sale of the Piedmont Shirt Factory property owned 
by GCRA located at 625 Poinsett Highway.  If you recall, transfer of this property is contingent 
upon a road closure (Henry Street).  As required by State Statue, Hartness Development has 
properly advertised through Greenville County, their desire for the street closure.  I am told a 
meeting has been schedule with the adjacent property owners to discuss the redevelopment 
(including the desire to close Henry Street) and its possible impacts on traffic in the surrounding 
area.   

Hartness intends to seek a hearing date with the Master in Equity sometime in March.  Currently 
items of this nature are scheduled 3 to 4 weeks after a request is formally submitted to the Master 
in Equity.  Assuming no unforeseen issues arise as a result of the meeting with the adjacent 
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property owners, Hartness will seek a hearing date the last week of February.  If the schedule 
holds true, and Hartness is granted approval, we are hopeful that we can set a closing date by the 
end of March. (See attachment – Letter from Horton Law Firm1)  

Recent Planning decisions by Greenville County (Pages 23-32) 

Attached is a copy of a recent news article regarding opposition to a Senior Housing project in 
Greer.  As I shared in both Operations and Administration February Committee meetings, at least 
two members of Greenville County Council have expressed concern regarding two recent 
proposed affordable housing projects.  Both projects received Planning staff approvals.  As you 
know our mission is to provide affordable housing opportunities throughout Greenville County.  
GCRA has enjoyed tremendous support from Greenville County since our inception.  We will be 
reaching out to County representatives to see if we can provide information regarding the need 
for affordable housing in Greenville County in an effort find a solution that is amenable.   

. 
Union Bleachery Redevelopment (Pages 38-39) 

On Tuesday, February 16, 2021, Dean Warhaft shared his vision for the Union Bleachery 
property that is currently a Super Fund site near the San Souci community.  (See attached article 
from the Greenville News) GCRA and GRC have been meeting with Mr. Warhaft over the past 
several months regarding this project.  The developer has a strong interest in including some 
affordable housing as a component of the redevelopment.  GRC has reached an agreement to 
serve as a consultant.  We are at the beginning stages of planning for this project. The project is 
transformational and will take many years to complete.  The developer has described this as a 
twenty to thirty year project.  The first phase will include commercial and residential.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.  
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Poe Mill sale completed
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In the latest move to reclaim industrial blight close to downtown Greenville for commercial 
and residential development, a public agency charged with providing affordable housing to 
low-income residents in Greenville County has sold off the 11-acre former Poe Mill site to a 
Detroit-area firm. 

The Greenville County Redevelopment Authority, led by John Castile, sold the three-parcel 
property that comprises the former Poe Mill to Contour Companies of Bloomfield, Mich., for 
$1 million on Jan. 27, 2021. The company’s chief operating officer, David Dedvukaj, has said 
he plans to build 428 apartments on the site as well as 40,000 square feet of 
commercial space and a clubhouse. 

Plans for the project, The Village at Poe Mill, call for leaving the old mill’s two standing 
smokestacks in place.

The GCRA acquired Poe Mill in 2010 and helped acquire grants to clean up the partially 
polluted industrial site. A pair of fires largely destroyed the old mill in the early 2000s. In 
recent years, skaters claimed the mill’s cement pad for an ad hoc skate park. 

Poe Mill is not Dedvukaj’s only project in Greenville. Construction is under way on American 
Spinning Mill, a 19.5-acre project just across the railroad tracks along Poe Mill’s northern 
properly line. But for the tracks, the properties would be contiguous. Contour bought the still-
standing American Spinning mill in April 2019 and plans to install 260 apartments there 
along with more than 400,000 square feet of adaptive re-use and commercial space on the 
property. 

Since fall 2019, Contour has also bought two empty single-acre residential lots across A Street 
from Poe Mill. No plans have been announced yet for those properties. 

All told, Contour has bought 32.5 acres in the Poe Mill/Sans Souci community just north of the 
Greenville city line since spring 2019. The properties cost a total of $10.3 million. 
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VIA CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

February 15, 2021

John Castile
Greenville County Redevelopment Authority
301 University Ridge, Suite 2500
Greenville, SC 29601

RE: Notice of Road Closure for Henry Street

Dear Mr. Castile,

Pursuant to Section 57-9-10 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as amended,
enclosed please find a Notice of Intention to File Petition to Close Road for a portion of Henry
Street.

BBC/adl

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Enclosure

Cc: Hartness International, Inc.

Sincerely,

307 PETTIGRU STREET, GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29601 • P: 864.233.4351 • F: 864.233.7142 HORTONLAWFIRM.NET21



NOTICE OF INTENTION TO FILE PETITION TO CLOSE ROAD

Pursuant to Chapter 9, Section 57-9-1 0 ofthe Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1 976, as amended,
“Petition to Abandon or Close Street, Road or Highway,” notice is hereby given that the
undersigned will file a petition with the Court of Common Pleas, Greenville County, praying that
a section of an alleged road in the County of Greenville, South Carolina, described as follows, be
abandoned or closed:

That certain tract or parcel ofland situated, lying and being in Greenville County, South Carolina,
and being more particularly described as follows:

All that portion of Henry Street running south from Goldsmith Street approximately 472 feet and
shown as “16,350 SQ FT, .0375 acres” on that certain Henry Street Closing Plat for Hartness
International, Inc. and Greenville County Redevelopment Authority, dated October 15, 2020,
prepared by Benchmark Surveying, Inc. and recorded in the Register of Deeds Office for
Greenville County, South Carolina in Plat Book 1384 at page 0049 on December 9, 2020.
Reference is hereby made to the above referenced plat for a more complete and perfect description.

Dated: December 10, 2020
HORTON LAW FIRM, PA
s/Bruce B. Campbell
Bruce B. Campbell (S.C. Bar No. 65343)
307 Pettigru Street
Greenville, SC 29601
Telephone: 864-233-4351
Fax: 864-233-7142
bcampbell@hortonlawfirm.net
Attorney for Petitioner
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County Council rejects rezoning for 
$9 million senior housing 
development near Greer  
Consultant: Project's likely demise signifies resistance to 
affordable housing in Greenville CountyKirk Brown 

Greenville News 
View Comments 

 

This story has been updated to reflect comments from Greenville County 
Council members before they voted to reject the rezoning request for a senior 
housing development near Greer.  

As expected, a rezoning request involving a $9 million senior housing 
development was rejected Tuesday night by the Greenville County Council on 
a 9-3 vote. 

A consultant for the project said last week that she viewed opposition to the 
development as a sign of resistance to creating desperately needed affordable 
housing in Greenville County. 

County Councilwoman Liz Seman echoed the same concerns at Tuesday's 
meeting before the vote to deny the rezoning request for a mostly vacant 7.66-
acre tract near Locust Hill Road and Lakeview Circle near Greer. 

"Eventually, companies are going to stop coming here because there's not 
going to be anywhere for their people to live," Seman said. 

Councilman Joe Dill said approving the rezoning would send the wrong 
message to groups in northern Greenville County that are evaluating whether 
zoning measures could stop a "massive growth push" in their area. 
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Dill said skeptics in those groups contend that "zoning meaning nothing in 
Greenville County. If you have a developer who has money and who has pull, 
they can do anything they want to do." 

Despite a recommendation for approval from county staff, the Greenville 
County Planning Commission and a panel made up of five County Council 
members also voted against the request to change from a residential suburban 
zoning classification to multifamily. 

Sarah Niemann, whose Georgia-based consulting firm represented the 
landowner, outlined plans for the project during a public hearing last 
month before the County Council's Planning and Development Committee. 

"Knowing the need for quality, affordable housing in Greenville County, we 
were searching for a new location for a senior community that would be 55 
and over," she said. 
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Niemann said the site, which is next to an Ingles supermarket, is too small for 
a housing development and too large for many commercial uses. She also said 
the property is in a census tract that has a high need for housing. 

"Multifamily, I think, is a good fit for this site," she said. 

The county's planning staff concurred and said the rezoning "would fit with 
the character of the area." 
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County Councilman Mike Barnes and neighbors 
oppose rezoning request 

But County Councilman Mike Barnes disagreed. 

Barnes, whose district includes the site of the proposed senior housing 
development, said he believes that the property is better suited for commercial 
uses. 

He also said nearby residents don't want the rezoning to be approved. 

"I've gotten emails galore," Barnes said in an interview Thursday. "The people 
that have been there 20 years and longer, they were opposed to it. That's who 
you need to listen to. It's their community." 

our residents spoke against the rezoning at last month's public hearing. They 
said putting a senior housing development in their neighborhood would lead 
to more crime and lower property values. 

"Over the years, I've definitely seen crime increase in our area," said Chad 
Hannon, who has lived for 35 years on Shady Lane near the proposed senior 
housing development. 

Hank Merkle, who lives in the Silver Ridge subdivision, said he opposes 
anything that will cause more traffic congestion in the area. 

"That infrastructure can't handle it," he said. "It's just unacceptable." 

Councilman Chris Harrison it's possible that a multimillion investment would 
help spur positive changes in the neighborhood. After voting the rezoning 
when the Planning and Development Committee considered the issue, he 
changed his position and voted for it at Tuesday's council meeting. Seman and 
Councilman Lynn Ballard cast the other votes in favor of the rezoning. 

"I want us to get away from thinking that just because folks live in apartments 
that somehow those folks are criminals," Seman said. 
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Rent at proposed development would range from 
about $700 to $1,350 

During her presentation at last month's public hearing, Niemann said the 
senior housing development would consist of one-bedroom and two-bedroom 
units with monthly rents ranging from about $700 to $1,350. 

She said tenants would be required to pass credit and criminal background 
checks. 

The development would likely feature an outdoor gazebo and garden plots, 
Niemann said. Activities for residents would include card games, bingo and 
potluck meals, as well as free health screenings and financial seminars. 

The facility would have a property manager who lives on site and a fulltime 
maintenance person, Niemann said. 

Residents would be able to walk to the nearby Ingles, Niemann said. But 
Merkle pointed out during the public hearing that the nearest bus stop is more 
than three miles away. 

More:A 34-unit affordable townhouse project is being considered in Greer 

Demand for affordable housing in Greenville County is 
'tremendous' 

Greenville County is growing at a rate that's creating a "tremendous" demand 
for affordable housing, said Niemann, who has been working on affordable 
housing developments in the state since 1997. 

The need for more affordable housing is one of the key issues cited in the 
county's comprehensive plan, which was approved last year. 

But Niemann said there are obstacles to building affordable housing 
developments in the county. 
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"It is hard to find any parcel for multifamily in the county because of the 
insane growth," she said. 

When a site is found, she said, residents and local officials often put up a fight. 

"They love to say they support senior affordable housing, but they don't want 
it in their backyard," Niemann said. 

Based on Barnes' opposition to the Locust Hill Road rezoning, Niemann said 
she doesn't believe he supports affordable housing. 

Asked to respond, Barnes said Thursday, "Picking the right location is a major 
deal." 
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Opposition from neighbors set to 
derail $9 million senior housing 
development near Greer 
Consultant: Project's likely demise signifies resistance to 
affordable housing in Greenville County 
Kirk Brown 

Greenville News 

A rezoning request for a $9 million senior housing development appears 
headed for rejection next week in what a consultant for the project sees as a 
sign of resistance to creating desperately needed affordable housing in 
Greenville County. 

Despite a recommendation for approval from county staff, the Greenville 
County Planning Commission and a panel made up of five County Council 
members have already voted against rezoning a mostly vacant 7.66-acre tract 
near Locust Hill Road and Lakeview Circle near Greer. 

The request to change from a residential suburban zoning classification to 
multifamily will die unless it receives support Tuesday from eight of 12 
members on the County Council, which seems unlikely. 

"It's obviously not looking favorable," said Sarah Niemann, whose Georgia-
based consulting firm is representing the landowner, according to county 
records. 

Niemann outlined plans for the project during a public hearing last 
month before the County Council's Planning and Development Committee. 
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"Knowing the need for quality, affordable housing in Greenville County, we 
were searching for a new location for a senior community that would be 55 
and over," she said. 

Niemann said the site, which is next to an Ingles supermarket, is too small for 
a housing development and too large for many commercial uses. She also said 
the property is in a census tract that has a high need for housing. 

"Multifamily, I think, is a good fit for this site," she said. 
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The county's planning staff concurred and said the rezoning "would fit with 
the character of the area." 

County Councilman Mike Barnes and neighbors 
oppose rezoning request 

But County Councilman Mike Barnes disagrees. 

Barnes, whose district includes the site of the proposed senior housing 
development, said he believes that the property is better suited for commercial 
uses. 

He also said nearby residents don't want the rezoning to be approved. 
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"I've gotten emails galore," Barnes said in an interview Thursday. "The people 
that have been there 20 years and longer, they were opposed to it. That's who 
you need to listen to. It's their community." 

Four residents spoke against the rezoning at last month's public hearing. They 
said putting a senior housing development in their neighborhood would lead 
to more crime and lower property values. 

"Over the years, I've definitely seen crime increase in our area," said Chad 
Hannon, who has lived for 35 years on Shady Lane near the proposed senior 
housing development. 

Hank Merkle, who lives in the Silver Ridge subdivision, said he opposes 
anything that will cause more traffic congestion in the area. 

32



Unifier or powerbroker? Opinions 
differ on Greenville County Council 
Chair Willis Meadows 
Willis Meadows, 83, the conservative new chairman of Greenville 
County Council, has been accused of a "misguided approach" by 
the former chairman. 

Kirk Brown 
Greenville News 
View Comments

Newly elected Greenville County Council Chairman Willis Meadows says he 
wants more cooperation and less quarreling on the body that oversees public 
safety, tax rates and many other issues in South Carolina's most populated 
county. 

Meadows will wield the gavel for the next two years after edging 
Councilwoman Liz Seman last month in a vote to replace longtime Council 
Chairman Butch Kirven, who did not seek another term. 

“I am trying to foster the attitude of let’s get things done and not worry about 
our egos and not worry about who gets the credit," Meadows said in an 
interview with The Greenville News. “If I can sell that to our whole group, then 
I don’t think there’s a limit as to what can be done.” 

His supporters on the council say they believe Meadows can reduce the rancor 
that has often dominated meetings. 

Meadows will lead "in a different direction in terms of personalities — taking 
the temperature of council down a few notches so we're working on issues 
rather than fighting all the time," said Dan Tripp, the council's new vice-
chairman. 
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Councilman Joe Dill said there has been "a lot of hatred" on the County 
Council. 

"Right now we are trying to heal those wounds," he said. "We're trying to bring 
people together." 

But some of the council members who voted against making Meadows 
chair contend that the staunchly conservative octogenarian is the wrong 
person for the post at a time when the county is dealing with rapid growth and 
a lack of affordable housing. 

"At 83 years old, he doesn't have a forward-looking perspective for Greenville 
County," said Councilman Lynn Ballard. 

Ballard said he still has not forgiven Meadows, Dill and Councilman Mike 
Barnes for joining a group of GOP legislators who sued the County Council in 
2017 in a dispute over fees for road maintenance and a new emergency radio 
system. 

Councilman Ennis Fant described Meadows as "the oldest, sickest male on 
County Council." He also said the new chairman has a history of voting 
"against everything." 

"Anybody who expects anything of substance to be accomplished over the next 
two years — they are on a different planet," Fant said. 

Meadows and eight other County Council members were interviewed for this 
story. 

Seman and Councilman Steve Shaw did not return phone messages. The 
voicemail for Councilwoman Xanthere Norris was full and not accepting new 
messages, and she did respond Monday to an email seeking comment. 
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Meadows met privately with his backers before being 
elected as chair 

Meadows defeated Seman in the Jan. 5 election for council chair on a 7-5 vote. 
Meadows voted for himself, and he also received votes from Barnes, Dill and 
Tripp and three new councilmen who had been sworn in the previous day, 
Shaw, Chris Harrison and Stan Tzouvelekas. 

Three days before the vote, Meadows said he held a private meeting with his 
six backers at his insurance agency office on Chick Springs Road in Greenville. 

"I wanted to know how they felt on different issues," Meadows said. 

Since Harrison, Shaw and Tzouvelekas had yet to take office, the gathering did 
not violate the state law that prohibits a majority of council members from 
meeting without public notice. 

Even though the meeting was not illegal, Kirven said, "It is probably not in the 
spirit of a unified effort." 

"I wasn't invited to that meeting, and I didn't know anything about it," said 
Kirven, who was finishing his seventh term as council chairman at the time. 

Kirven said it appears that Meadows is seeking to build a coalition that can 
control the council's agenda, which he called a "misguided approach." 

Meadows and the six councilmen who voted to elect him as chairman are each 
white Republicans whose districts cover parts of the northern half of 
Greenville County. 

Meadows insisted that he did not make any promises in exchange for votes, 
something that he said others have done in the past. 

Harrison cast the deciding vote for Meadows. 

"It was a very difficult decision," he said. 
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Realizing that Meadows had six solid votes, Harrison said he wanted to avoid 
a deadlock. 

"I am very hopeful that he is going to deliver on a lot of the things that we 
discussed and make a lot of positive strides," Harrison said. 

Meadows grew up on a farm in NC before attending 
Bob Jones University 

Meadows grew up on a tobacco farm near Snow Hill, a small town a few miles 
from Greenville, North Carolina. His high school teachers encouraged him to 
go to North Carolina State University, but Meadows chose to come to Upstate 
South Carolina to attend Bob Jones University. 

Your Email 

A day after his graduation, Meadows said he started teaching at Greenville 
High School. He taught geography, history and journalism before becoming an 
assistant principal at the school. 

Meadows eventually served as a principal in Travelers Rest and as headmaster 
at Shannon Forest Christian School. 

After two decades as an educator, Meadows took what he thought was a 
temporary job selling insurance. Instead, it marked the start of the career that 
he continues. 

Meadows opened his own insurance agency in 1982. These days, he focuses on 
health insurance for clients who are 65 or older. 

Other than sending out yearly calendars, Meadows said he doesn't advertise. 

"It's all word of mouth," he said. 

Before getting elected to County Council, Meadows served as board chairman 
for Miracle Hill Ministries. 
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Murl Lehman, the retired director of Miracle Hill's children's home, said 
Meadows was a "soft-spoken man of principle" who helped the ministry "stay 
true to its core values." 

"We felt he was someone that we could rely upon and respect," he said. 

Meadows is board chairman for Greenville Federal Credit Union, and he also 
is an elder at Mitchell Road Presbyterian Church. 

He has been married to his wife, Joanne, for more than 50 years. They have 
a son, who is a certified public accountant, a daughter who is married to the 
pastor of a Baptist church and five grown grandchildren. 

"My wife thinks I'm too busy," Meadows said. "She thinks I'm crazy, and she's 
probably right." 
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Proposed development at Union 
Bleachery mill could 'transform' part 
of Greenville 
Kirk Brown 
Greenville News 
View Comments

A Florida-based developer outlined plans Monday night for an ambitious 
mixed-use project on 238 acres near the former Union Bleachery mill in 
Greenville. 

The project near the Sans Souci area northwest of downtown would include an 
as-yet-unspecified number of townhouses as well as retail and restaurant 
components. 

Developer Dean Warhaft told Greenville County Council members that it also 
would feature up to 10 miles of trails, including a spur from the Swamp Rabbit 
Trail that could eventually extend to Paris Mountain. 
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The Union Bleachery was founded in 1902. By the late 1940s, it was capable of 
producing 2 million yards of fabric a week. The mill, which is near West Blue 
Ridge Drive and Old Buncombe Road, closed after a major fire in 2003. 

Today it is listed as a polluted federal Superfund site, Warhaft said. The 
Environmental Protection Agency added the mill to the National Priorities 
List of its Superfund program in 2011 to identify it among the most hazardous 
or potentially hazardous contamination sites in the country. 

The site was known to be polluted by the time it burned. American Fast Print, 
which bought the property in 1984, had an agreement with the state to treat 
groundwater contaminated by chromium, a chemical used in the dyeing 
process, The Greenville News has reported. After the fire, American Fast Print 
became insolvent and essentially abandoned the property. 

Without private-sector involvement now, Warhaft said, the site's cleanup 
might not happen for another 20 years. 

As one of the first steps in the redevelopment, Warhaft has asked county 
officials to classify the property as a planned development zoning district. 

County Council Chairman Willis Meadows, whose district includes the site, 
said the site's redevelopment could "transform that area of the county." 
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This rendering depicts the three-story town homes planned for Ford Street in Greer. 

NEW DEVELOPMENT PLANNED NEAR DOWNTOWN 
GREER 
Wed, 02/17/2021 - 11:39 Kaelyn Cashman 

On Ford Street 
By:  
Kaelyn Cashman 
Greer City Council has approved the development of 25 three-story town homes on Ford 
Street near The Clock on Poinsett. 
Council approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 1-2021 to rezone the 
approximately 1.3 acre property from RM-2 (Residential Multi-Family District) to DRD 
(Design Review District). 
“This is a different product for the area,” Greer City Planner Brandon McMahan said. “Each 
of the units will have a single-car garage on the first floor and then living space on the 
second and third.” 
The proposed statement of intent for this development is requesting up to 25 single family 
attached lots ranging from 1,000 – 2,000 square feet in size. 
“Their only access will be on Ford Street,” McMahan said. 
Councilmember Lee Dumas expressed support for the project. 
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“I’m excited about this project,” Dumas said of the Ford Street town homes. “We’ve talked 
about infill development for years. This truly is something that is close to the heart of the 
city. It’s very rare that you see good projects coming that close to downtown. 
“If you want to give people the maximum amount of living space, you have to go vertical,” 
he said. “This is the way to accomplish that. I like the fact that they did the garage on the 
base level and the first and second level above that living space. It’ll definitely be different 
to see that.” 
The maximum height in RM-2 zoning is 45 feet. 
“These will probably be close to that,” McMahan said. “With the height already allowed in 
that area, it’s not out of character.” 
Mayor Rick Danner shared some history with the property. 
“When I saw this originally on the agenda, I had to chuckle,” Danner said. “This piece of 
property has come before us half a dozen time in the last 15 years and preliminarily as 
apartments.” 
“I remember that first apartment project. We were tickled to death,” he said. “That was 
going to be our first urban apartment project basically. I think this fits that area. It’s going 
to fill a real niche. It is an easy bicycle ride and not a bad walk [to downtown].” 
Affordable Housing 
Council also approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 5-2021 to rezone 503 East 
Fairview Avenue from C-2 (Commercial District) to DRD (Design Review District) to a 
future town home development in the Sunnyside area. 
“This is just off of Moss Street and Fairview,” McMahan said. “To the east is an automotive 
place. The applicant has assured us that they plan on putting in a heavier buffer than what 
is required just to kind of give the new neighborhood a potential buffer against that 
commercial.” 
The proposed statement of intent for this development is requesting up to 34 single family 
attached units that will be around 1,250 square feet in size. 
“We’ve been in discussions with the Sunnyside community for a couple years now about 
the need for more affordable housing opportunities in the community,” said Ben Abdo with 
Greenville County Redevelopment Authority (GCRA). 
“We feel rezoning this site will allow us to put a better use for the site as well as 
incorporate missing middle housing concepts.” 
“We feel it’s appropriate for the community,” he said. “As you mentioned in a previous item, 
this is a project that’s going to target low to moderate income families, so the target price 
for the units is going to be between $130-170,000 or so, and it will be for home ownership. 
Rezoning will be an integral part to make the project feasible.” 
The project will be split up into three phases over about three years. 
“Government funded,” Griffin said, “which is not a bad idea, because one thing that people 
need to keep in mind, too, when they start throwing out government funded is police 
officers live in government funded; firefighters live in government funded; city employees 
live in government funded. It’s not a bad thing.” 
Griffin noted Tryon Street, which has both market rate and government funded. 
“They co-exist,” Griffin said. “It’s not a real down apartment complex. That’s a good 
project.” 
Council member Lee Dumas asked how the project will be subsidized. 
“We disperse federal funds,” Abdo said. 
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“It’ll be a layer of funding sources,” added Joe Smith with GCRA. 
Dumas also asked about re-sale of the homes, which could be subsidized up to 15 years. 
“We don’t get a lot of flipping with it; we do see some,” Smith said. 
“The largest single deterrent to beginning to create generational wealth is home 
ownership,” Mayor Danner said. “The opportunity to buy a home like this and to hold it for 
a reasonable amount of time, to have that appreciation and to be able to sell it to afford that 
step up or to a different area or community is just the beginning of taking somebody from a 
life of rental to being able to afford a home.” 
Dumas asked about how the project will be marketed. 
“There is a huge demand obviously in our community right now for any product that’s 
under $200,000,” Dumas said. 
Smith referenced Creekside, where they had two model homes, but noted how the market 
has changed. 
“It’s a sellers market right now,” Dumas said. 
“Study after study shows people will walk 15-20 minutes to a good recreational area,” 
Mayor Danner said. “That puts these folks right in the wheel house of getting here to [Greer 
City Park].” 
kaelyn@greercitizen.com | 877-2076 
Council Action 
Advisory Committee: Scott Stevens recently resigned as a General Public Representatives 
from the Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee, and council approved CFO David 
Seifert’s nomination of Sharon Murray from the Spinning Jenny to complete his term, which 
expires December 31, 2021. 
City-Owned Cemeteries: Council clarified the definition of “resident” as it applies to city-
owned cemeteries by defining resident as someone who lives in the city limits, noting that 
resident rates are not applicable to those who only own a business within city limits. 
Beauty Salon: Council approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 2-2021 to change 
the zoning classification of property owned by Elijah Terry located at 717 East Poinsett 
Street from RM-1 (Residential Multi-Family District) to C-2 (Commercial District) to 
convert the current structure into a beauty salon. 
Old Jones Road: Council approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 3-2021 to 
annex 325 Old Jones Road and to establish a zoning of S-1 (Service District) to be combined 
with a portion of property to the south, and council approved the First Reading of 
Ordinance Number 4-2021 to rezone the south piece from RM-2 (Residential Multi-Family 
District) to S-1 (Service District). 
Earl Street: Council approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 6-2021 to rezone 
property owned by Raymond Gibbs located on Earl Street from C-2 (Commercial District) 
to RM-2 (Residential Multi-Family District) to build a single family residence on the lot. 
Campbell Avenue: Council approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 7-2021 to 
rezone 210 Campbell Avenue from R-12 (Residential Single Family District) to R-10 
(Residential Single Family District) to subdivide the lot and build a single family residence 
on the new lot. 
New Floodplains: Council approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 8-2021 to 
amend the City of Greer code of ordinances, ““SECTION 35-4, ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 35-
FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION,” to reflect the date of the current flood insurance rate map 
and flood insurance study, recently restudied by FEMA in Greenville County, Spartanburg 
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County and the City of Greer. FEMA has issued an updated Flood Insurance Study and Flood 
Insurance Rate Map with an effective date of May 4, 2021. 
Property Addition: Council approved the First Reading of Ordinance Number 9-2021 
authorizing the execution and delivery of an amended and restated economic development 
agreement by and between the City of Greer, SC, CP Greer, LLC, and W/C GSP Lot 3 Owner 
VIII, LLC with respect to infrastructure credits to be applied against fee in lieu of tax 
payments related to certain investments in the city. The agreement has been amended to 
include additional property for the project, which the Original Developer represented that 
it would individually and/or through certain affiliates of the Original Developer invest in 
the acquisition, construction and installation of buildings, improvements, fixtures, 
machinery, equipment, furnishings and other real and/or tangible personal property to 
constitute one or more distribution/manufacturing facilities in the City (“Project”), which 
will result in an expected investment of $27,600,000 in new, taxable investment in the City. 
Executive Session: Council entered into Executive Session to discuss a Contractual Matter 
pertaining to Station 361. No action was taken afterwards. 

43



Mauldin City Council unites in 
support of alternative to SCDOT's 
Butler Road plan 
Gabe Cavallaro 
Greenville News 

Mauldin City Council united in support of an alternative option to the state's 
proposed plan for East Butler Road at its meeting Monday night. 

The plan, which focuses on a 1.7-mile section of East Butler Road 
between North Main Street (U.S. 276) down to Brookbend Road and could 
play a major role in shaping the city's identity in the years to come, has drawn 
complaints from some residents on the state's proposal for one intersection.  

More:What to know about East Butler Road improvement plan in Mauldin 

That would be at Old Mill Road and Bethel Drive, and the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation listed two alternatives to its proposed plan 
there as part of the project overview that was presented to citizens in January. 
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Mauldin City Council unanimously voted in favor of a resolution to support 
SCDOT's "Alternative 1" for improvements to the Old Mill Road and Bethel 
Drive intersection as part of the Butler Road improvement plan. The 
resolution referenced a study conducted by the city in 2016 and approved by 
that council that recommended this approach for the intersection.  

“This one shows the best potential solution in my opinion," Mayor Terry 
Merritt said. 

"Alternative 1" would align Old Mill Road with Bethel Drive, creating one four-
way intersection. It would involve 13 residential and/or business relocations, 
primarily at a mobile home park along Old Mill Road. 
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SCDOT's preferred plan proposes to realign Bethel Drive further to the east, 
creating two separate intersections further apart than they are now, a distance 
of only several hundred feet. It would involve eight residential and/or business 
relocations, most notably along Fargo Street. 

Both of these plans would have a similar impact on improving the traffic flow 
at that intersection, Ted Creech, assistant director of public relations 
at SCDOT, previously told The Greenville News.  

Monday marked the first City Council meeting since SCDOT's public comment 
period on the Butler Road plan closed on Feb. 5.  
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Three Fargo Street residents came to the meeting to voice their displeasure 
with SCDOT's proposed plan for the Old Mill Road-Bethel Drive intersection.  

Robert Adams, who would see Bethel Drive rerouted right along his 
property, said he doesn't want to see anyone displaced, either on his street or 
at the mobile home park, and implored the council not to support Alternative 
1, either.  

His next-door neighbors Karen Conrad and her husband, Mike Edwards, who 
project to lose part of their yard to Bethel Drive's new path under the plan, 
also questioned SCDOT's vision for East Butler Road. 

“We know that traffic is not getting better in this area, it's gotten far worse,” 
Conrad said. “But I don’t know, who do we want to be in this town? If we’re 
just widening, what happens to the small businesses here?" 

SCDOT's current proposed plan is not final and all the public input on the 
project will be taken into account, Creech previously stressed to The News.  
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Following the closure of the public comment period on Feb. 5, the project 
team has begun reviewing submissions and will be sending out responses to 
individuals who submitted written comments, he said.  

Gabe Cavallaro covers development and local government in the Upstate's 
booming Golden Strip area. He enjoys cooking, watching soccer and 
basketball and spending time with his fiancée and their dog, Jackie. Connect 
with him on Twitter @gabe_cavallaro or facebook.com/cavallarogabe or 
email him at gcavallaro@greenvillenews.com. 
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Billy Cannada | The Greer Citizen 
A soft launch for the new Kids Planet is set for sometime in March. The Century Park playground has been closed for 
renovations since late 2019. 

KIDS PLANET SET TO OPEN IN MARCH 
Wed, 02/17/2021 - 11:37 Billy Cannada 

By:  
Billy Cannada 
Kids Planet is on track for a March opening, according to Greer Parks and Recreation 
officials. 
The popular Century Park playground has been closed for more than a year as the 
originally equipment from 1999 was replaced. Crews have also worked to improve 
surrounding landscaping and parking as part of the project. 
“We are in the process of fine grading, hydro-seeding, mulching, installing benches, 
trashcans, sod, signage and some landscaping.  We are working towards stabilizing the site 
prior to opening,” said Ann P. Cunningham, Director of Parks and Recreation with the City 
of Greer. “Our current plan is to host a Grand Opening in April following a soft opening 
sometime in March. The timetable is completely dependent on the weather and how 
quickly we can complete the site.” 
The new Kids Planet will feature an enchanted forest theme and include three 50-foot zip 
lines, a 100-foot zip line, a misting station and a music station. 
To follow the progress, visit www.futuregreer.com/kids-planet-renovation. 

49

http://www.futuregreer.com/kids-planet-renovation

	ADP3C4.tmp
	MINUTES
	GREENVILLE COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
	REGULAR SESSION VIA ZOOM
	TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021
	BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Walter Moragne, Chairman
	Charlotte Osmer, Vice-Chair
	Jane Kizer, Treasurer
	Lawrence Black
	Barry Coleman
	Grant Cothran
	David A. Doser
	James Hammond
	Melody Harris
	Erin Smith
	Lawson Wetli
	BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Amy Coleman
	K. Todd Yeomans
	Secretary


	ADP7F01.tmp
	MINUTES
	GREENVILLE COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
	REGULAR SESSION VIA ZOOM
	TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021
	BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Walter Moragne, Chairman
	Charlotte Osmer, Vice-Chair
	Jane Kizer, Treasurer
	Lawrence Black
	Barry Coleman
	Grant Cothran
	David A. Doser
	James Hammond
	Melody Harris
	Erin Smith
	Lawson Wetli
	BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Amy Coleman
	K. Todd Yeomans
	Secretary


	ADP2C5A.tmp
	The proposed uses of the ESG-CV 2 fund will be similar to the first funding round - Administration/Planning, Subrecipients Program activities and Case management services, Homeless Prevention – Housing and Utility assistance, Homeless Management and ...
	Staff is recommending keeping United Housing Connections and Greenville County Human Relations as the ESG Subrecipients, responsible for conducting intake and assessments of  at

	ADPD44F.tmp
	County Council rejects rezoning for $9 million senior housing development near Greer
	Consultant: Project's likely demise signifies resistance to affordable housing in Greenville CountyKirk Brown
	County Councilman Mike Barnes and neighbors oppose rezoning request
	Rent at proposed development would range from about $700 to $1,350
	Demand for affordable housing in Greenville County is 'tremendous'


	ADPC6EE.tmp
	Opposition from neighbors set to derail $9 million senior housing development near Greer
	Consultant: Project's likely demise signifies resistance to affordable housing in Greenville County
	County Councilman Mike Barnes and neighbors oppose rezoning request


	ADPA4FC.tmp
	Unifier or powerbroker? Opinions differ on Greenville County Council Chair Willis Meadows
	Willis Meadows, 83, the conservative new chairman of Greenville County Council, has been accused of a "misguided approach" by the former chairman.
	Meadows met privately with his backers before being elected as chair
	Meadows grew up on a farm in NC before attending Bob Jones University


	ADP3236.tmp
	Proposed development at Union Bleachery mill could 'transform' part of Greenville

	ADP75FD.tmp
	New development planned near downtown Greer

	ADPC033.tmp
	Mauldin City Council unites in support of alternative to SCDOT's Butler Road plan

	ADP9075.tmp
	Kids Planet set to open in March




